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Lake Jackson Vision Statement
It is the Vision of  the City of  Lake Jackson  to create 

an ideal community to live, work and play for all.

Greetings from the Mayor
The City of                Enchantment

Greetings Lake Jackson: 

As I write this the first week of September, we are enjoying the results of a nice soaking four inch rain.  The rain brought the green 
back to the grass and shrubs but, at the same time, brought out the mosquitoes. The rain was good and the mosquitoes won’t stay 
forever, I hope, so no need to complain. Our Public Works mosquito truck works every night and Brazoria County’s airplanes will be 
up spraying so let’s get ready for fall 2013. 

Our 70th Anniversary is winding down but we have had great activities and participation. From the Car Show in February to upcoming 
70th anniversary of the Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire Department, things have been going great guns. An added treat this fall will be the 
performance of “Kiss and Tell “ presented by Brazosport College and Music Department. This should be a great production for family 
entertainment that showcases our local talent.

May I urge each of you, if you haven’t already done so, review your family hurricane preparation plan so, that in the event of a tropical 
threat, you are prepared. We want everyone to take care of details now so that if we need to put the plans into action it isn’t an issue 
and all things will fall into place. If you or a loved one should need assistance during a threat, contact City Hall to get your information 
into our database so we may assist you. 

As we ready for the end of 2013 great things are happening all around us. For those who don’t know as of this writing, the tall white 
tower between Best Buy and Ryan’s Steakhouse is a cell tower. AT&T is the initial user with space for other communication companies 
as well. The recently completed revitalization of a portion of downtown has allowed restaurants to serve folks both inside and on their 
patios. It is great to see the numbers of visitors to the downtown area. Several of our retail businesses opened on a Thursday night or 
two to test the waters for future opportunities as well. The new “lake Jackson” sign on This Way at the intersection of Circle Way has 
been updated and serves as the gateway into our downtown district. 

With the exciting economic news and opportunities that our corporate partners have provided our community with we will have growth in 
our city as well. Around October 1, Brazoria County will have opened bids on the bridge that will connect Oyster Bend with Richwood. 
Plans are underway for the aforementioned utility improvements to the Brazoria County Regional Airport and the Wayne Scott Unit of 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. We have received word, though nothing is completely final until we see it, that a new hotel 
is in the final planning stages. There are some other great things on the horizon but can’t “drop” names yet. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the great work done by our city crews. Our employees take the extra step regularly to provide top 
notch service to our citizens. It is a pleasure to receive the numerous compliments that our crews get. One example is the summer of 
2011. Our Water Department had 600 plus water line breaks in that ugly drought that we experienced. Our folks worked 7 days a week 
for most of the summer and into the fall to complete the repairs and repair yards. We are fortunate to have such dedicated employees. 
Next time you have the opportunity, please tell our workers Thank You for the work they do. 

Saving the best or last, I want to invite everyone to the Brazoria County Veteran’s Day Parade on November 11 to be hosted by the 
City of Lake Jackson in conjunction with our 70th Anniversary. It is an honor for the City to host the parade. The parade route will be 
through downtown and end with a program on Veteran’s Memorial Plaza at the Civic Center. Please plan on attending and showing 
your support for those who have served our country. In keeping with the parade theme, please also mark your calendars for the Festival 
of Lights in November as well. Good music, food, the “Light Up Lake Jackson” event and the arrival of Santa Claus in the always 
wonderful Festival of Lights Parade.  

There’s plenty to do in Lake Jackson. Please support our local businesses and enjoy the many opportunities available for all. Lake 
Jackson is a great place to live and good things will continue to help our city grow.  

Thank you Lake Jackson, 

Joe Rinehart 
Mayor
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Visit our Website at   
www.lakejackson-tx.gov

Phone Numbers
Emergency - Only!                                   911
(police, fire and ambulance)
Police (Non-Emergency)                      415-2700
Fire Marshall                                   415-2726
Fire Chief                                                          415-2719
EMS Chief                                      415-2714
City Hall                                        415-2400      
Utility Billing                                  415-2434
Public Works                                   415-2430
Inspections                                      415-2432
Engineering                                    415-2413
City Manager/Administration               415-2500
Civic Center                                    415-2600
Recreation Center                             297-4533
Humane Center                                                415-2700
Regional Animal Shelter                       285-2340
Municipal Court                                297-1031
Library                                          415-2590

City Council E-Mail
Mayor
Joe Rinehart jrinehart@lakejacksontx gov

Councilmembers
Heather Melass hmelass@lakejacksontx gov
Will Brooks wbrooks@lakejacksontx gov
Gerald Roznovsky     groznovsky@lakejacksontx gov 
Scott Schwertner  sschwertner@lakejacksontx gov
Jon “J B ” Baker jbaker@lakejacksontx gov

Department Directors
City Manager   William P  Yenne
 wyenne@lakejacksontx gov
Asst. City   Modesto Mundo
Manager mmundo@lakejacksontx gov
City Engineer  Sal Aguirre
 saguirre@lakejacksontx gov
City Secretary   Alice Rodgers
 arodgers@lakejacksontx gov
Finance Director Pam Eaves
 peaves@lakejacksontx gov
Fire Marshal Randy Crim
 rcrim@lakejacksontx gov
Fire Chief Mike harper
 firechief@lakejacksontx gov
EMS Chief Fred Ortiz
 fred ortiz@ljems org
Parks & Rec.   Jennifer Jones
Director jjones@lakejacksontx gov

Police Chief  Interim  Rick Park  
  chief@lakejacksonpd net
Public Works  Craig Nisbett
Director cnisbett@lakejacksontx gov
Personnel  Carmen Williams
Director cwilliams@lakejacksontx gov
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Boards & Commissions
Meeting Schedule

The Lake Jackson Journal
Published by The City of  Lake Jackson

Editor Kim Knapp
Art Director Sarah Romero

Check the City Calendar on our website at 
www lakejackson-tx gov for all City Council and 
Board and Commission agendas   Agendas are 
typically posted on Friday afternoon or at least 

72 hours prior to the meeting   

city counciL 
6:30 p.m. • 1st & 3rd Monday

youth advisory commission 
(meets at police station) 

6 p.m. • 2nd Monday

senior citizen commission 
(meets at civic center) 

6:30 p.m. • 4th Monday

PLanning commission 
6:30 p.m.• 1st Tuesday

traFFic commission 
7 p.m. • 2nd Tuesday

keeP Lake Jackson BeautiFuL 
6 p.m. • 3rd Tuesday

LiBrary Board 
(meets at library) 

5:15 p.m. • Quarterly - 3rd Tuesday

Parks & recreation Board
6:30 p.m. • 4th Tuesday

As Called:
◊ Board of HealtH

◊ Hike & Bike Committee

◊ lJ development Corporation

◊ museum Board

◊ Zoning Board of adJustments

◊ CHarter review Commission 
(Odd Years)

◊ dangerous struCture 
determination Board

All meetings, unless otherwise noted, are held 
at Lake Jackson City Hall, 25 Oak Drive. 

You are cordially invited to attend.
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Keep Texas Beautiful Conference June 2013
Keep Lake Jackson Beautiful - 2nd place Keep 
Texas Beautiful Governors Community 
Achievement Award

Ruthe Jackson Youth Leadership Award
Lake Jackson Youth Advisory Commission
1st place Youth Leadership Award (Youth Group)

Debby Soltesz
Individual Leadership Award
The Keep Texas Beautiful Leadership Award is the 
most prestigious award Keep Texas Beautiful presents, 
this once in a lifetime distinction is awarded to a 
individual who has provided outstanding leadership in 
the areas of  improving and enhancing the environment 
of  their community, the state of  Texas and beyond.

Keep Lake Jackson Beautiful 
Board Members hard at work! 
Sprucing up the plantings in 
the beds at city hall 

Great America Clean Up
Recycled Art Contest
KLJB Board member Shirley 
Ann Miller and Ney Elementary 
Contest Winners

Texas Municipal League 2013
Youth Advisory Commission 
Summit, Port Arthur, Texas

Enviro Fest 2013
Keep Lake Jackson Beautiful board 
members hand out environmental 
information and give aways!

Arbor Day 2013
325 FREE trees given away to 
residents during Enviro Fest as 
part of  the Arbor Day celebration 

hosts: 

AmericA recycles 

Fall clean Up
Saturday, November 9th

Lake Jackson City Hall
7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Clean Up activities in and around 
the city to get ready for the 
Festival of  Lights & Parade!

Paper Shredding on site… 
used Oil collected

  Eye Glasses recycled for the 
Lions Club

Electronic Waste 
Collection

 at Brazosport College
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Lake Jackson YOUTH 
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

2013-2014 
The Lake Jackson Youth Advisory 
Commission Board Members are 
recruiting for the NEW YEAR at 
Lake Jackson Intermediate School  

Interested in joining YAC?  
Check out the City website for 
an application…  open to all Lake 
Jackson 7th – 12th students… 
Come join the FUN!



Fire Hydrant Flushing
Mark your calendars. The City of  Lake Jackson will be 
flushing the fire hydrants on the following dates:  
• Monday, October 21 thru Friday, October 25

Beware that there may be brown water (resulting from 
buildup of  naturally occurring iron) coming from the 
faucets   Please refrain from washing laundry that could 
possibly be stained   Be sure not to dry the clothing, as 
this could set the stains    You can use Iron Out which is 
available in stores for stain removal 

Heavy Trash
If  your Household Garbage pickup is Mon. and Thurs., 
your Heavy Trash pickup begins the 1st and 3rd Monday 

If  your Household Garbage pickup is Tues. and Fri., 
your Heavy Trash pickup begins the 2nd and 4th Monday   

Please place your heavy trash on the curb no later than 
Monday at 8:00 am of  your corresponding Heavy Trash 
pickup week in order to ensure that it will be picked up 
during your designated week   City crews will only go 
through your area once during your assigned week   

Please remember that when there is a 5th 
week in the month, there is no heavy trash 

pickup service 

The City will collect yard debris and normal 
household discarded furniture and appliances, 
such as refrigerators, washers, dryers (with 
doors removed or chained shut), sofas, chairs, 

beds, hot water heaters, and similar items       

Building materials, such as roofing shingles, 
concrete, brick and other construction 

debris will not be picked up  Please be sure 
to separate your yard debris from your normal 

household heavy trash  If  your heavy trash 
exceeds 64 cubic feet of  debris or 12 bags of  leaves 

or grass clippings (approximately the size of  the bed 
of  a normal sized pickup truck) it will be considered an 
oversize load  

A door hanger will be left at the residence with the cost to 
remove the debris and the phone number to schedule a pickup 

Household Garbage
Residential garbage is picked up at the curb twice weekly   

If  you live North of  Oyster Creek Drive, your household 
garbage is picked up on Monday and Thursday 
If  you live South of  Oyster Creek Drive, your household 
garbage is picked up on Tuesday and Friday.

Garbage must be placed on the curb no later than 8:00 am 
on the days of  collection in order to ensure that it will be 
picked up   Please do not use a garbage can for 
household garbage - A sticker will be placed on 
the container and it will not be emptied   You can 
purchase garbage bags at City Hall for $5 50 (roll 
of  50) bags above 35 gallons will not be picked up 

Recyclables  
Co-mingled recyclables are picked up 
curbside once a week and always on the 
second day of  your household garbage 
pickup   Please place recyclables at the curb 
no later than 8:00 am in order to ensure it 
will be picked up   When placing the blue 
bags for collection, be sure to keep them 
separate from your household garbage 

The blue bags may be purchased at City Hall for 
$5 50 (roll of  50) or your local grocery store 

Recyclables include: plastics (with the recyclable 
symbol #1 thru #7), aluminum and tin cans, clean paper 
and cardboard  Place newspapers in a separate paper bag 
or clear plastic grocery bag 

PUBLIC WORKS 
415-2430
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You now have the ability 
pay utility bills online. 
Visit the city website at 
www.lakejackson-tx.gov to make 
your payment.   

Public Works



Mulch Site News
Lake Jackson residents may pick-up free mulch once per 
quarter simply by showing their driver’s license to the 
attendant on duty   Please bring your own hand tools and 
containers to assist in loading the mulch  

The following are items which may be brought to the 
mulch site for proper disposal:  Food grade cooking oils, 
motor oil, tires and any recyclable material except glass  
You may now bring electronics to our mulch site also       

If  you prefer not to wait for curbside heavy trash/yard 
debris pickup on your designated week, you are welcome 
to drop it off  at our Mulch site   

Please note:  Household garbage or construction/
remodeling material will not be accepted 

Christmas Tree Collection
The City will begin collecting Christmas trees starting 
the second (2nd) week of  January 2014   A container will 
also be available at the Mulch site for Christmas Tree 
drop off.  The trees collected will be used to restore the 
sand dunes at the Brazoria County beaches   If  you have 
any questions, please contact Public Works 

-   P u B L I C  W o r k S  -  

QuESTIoNS aND 
    aNSWErS

Is a permit required for 
a Garage Sale?

A : A permit is NOT required to have a garage    
    sale. You are allowed to have two (2) Garage 

Sales per year. Garage Sale signs may be placed for 
no more than two (2) days on the premises of the 
Garage Sale. The City of Lake Jackson does not allow 
Snipe signs on intersections, trees, poles, fences, 
stakes or other objects. If you have any questions 
regarding Garage Sales, you may contact Code 
Enforcement at (979)415-2430

Q:
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* * * * NEW PHONE NUMBERS? 
CHANGE IN MARITAL STATUS? 
Please call the Water Department 
today to update your information. 
979-415-2434* * * * 

LOOK!!

New Information???

the muLch site hours oF oPeration

103 Canna Lane (next to Brazosport Memorial Hospital)
Tuesday - Friday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Closed for lunch:
11:45 am – 1:15 pm Tuesday thru Friday only.

 Saturday:  8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday

Public Works
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S T O R M W A T E R 
P O L L U T I O N 

SOLUTIONS

Polluted stormwater runoff  can have many adverse effects 
on plants, fish, animals and people 

Excess nutrients in stormwater can cause algae blooms   
When algae die, they sink to the bottom of  decompose in a 
process that removes oxygen from the water  Fish and other 
aquatic organisms can’t exist in water with low dissolved 
oxygen levels. This could affect many water bodies in Lake 
Jackson including Oyster Creek, Shy Pond, Pecan Lake, Lake 
Jackson and the Brazos River to name a few 

There are simple things you can do as a resident to be a 
part of  the solution   For example:

LAWN CARE
Excess fertilizers and pesticides applied to lawns and 
gardens wash off  and pollute streams   N additional, 
yard clippings and leaves can wash into storm drains and 
contribute nutrients and organic matter to streams 

• Don’t overwater your lawn. Consider using a soaker hose 
instead of  a sprinkler
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use 
is necessary, use these chemicals in the recommended 
amounts  Use organic mulch or safer pest control methods 
whenever possible 
• Compost or mulch yard waste. Don’t leave it in the streets 
or sweep in into storm drains or streams 
• Cover piles of  dirt or mulch being used in landscaping 
projects 

PeT WASTe
Pet waste can be a major source of  bacteria and excess 
nutrients in local waters 

When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste 
and dispose of  it properly   Flushing pet waste is the 
best disposal method   Leaving pet waste on the ground 
increases public health risks by allowing harmful bacteria 
and nutrients to wash into the storm drain and eventually 
into local waterbodies 

The Sixth Annual Worldwide Photo Walk will 
be held on Saturday, October 5, 2013 from 
8:00 am-10:00 am. Scott Kelby’s Worldwide 
Photo Walk is the world’s largest global 
social photography event.  It takes place 
on the same day around the world when 
photographers of all walks of life and skill 
levels gather to socialize, learn new tips from 
each other, and explore their corner of the 
world through photography.

Last year’s event attracted more than 
32,000 walkers who took over 6,000,000 
photographs in over 900 locations around 
the world. 

The first hosted Lake Jackson Photowalk will 
be led by photographer Bryce Carleton 
and will feature a walk around downtown 
Lake Jackson, Texas that will explore local 
architecture, plant life, and unique street 
intersections. The Walk is designed as a 
free and fun social event for people to 
just get out and take pictures together.  
Photos taken during walks will be judged 
locally, and winners will be entered into the 
national competition for a chance to win 
prizes nationally.

For more information about the event go to 
http://worldwidephotowalk.com/ and find 
the Lake Jackson Photowalk location on the 
map, or call Bryce Carleton, at (979) 285-
4559.  The Walk is free and open to anyone 
who has a camera but participation is 
limited to the first 50 participants who sign 
up through the Worldwide Photo Walk 
website.

OCTOBer 5,  2013
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Civic Center

 Keep Posted on  
 Current Events  
• Check our ad in  
 Wednesdays’ Facts  
• Website at www. 
 lakejackson-tx gov 
• Channel 16 Comcast  
• The LJ Civic Center

The Lake Jackson 
Senior Commission 

meets every 4th 
Monday of  the 

month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Civic Center.  

You are invited 
to attend!

The Lake Jackson 
Senior Citizens 

Commission 
upholds their 

mission of  “making 
a difference in the 

life of  every person 
who is 55 and older”.

uPcoming eventsSeniors
Civic Center 415-2600

Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

uPcoming events Hosted by the 
Lake Jackson Historical Association

For more information about these events and 
programs please call 979-297-1570 or visit 
us online at www lakejacksonmuseum org 

October 24th 
– Haunted Happenings – 

Family Halloween Program featuring 
wicked witch crafts and ghoulish games! 1 
dollar admission at the door  Evening event 
held at the Lake Jackson Historical Museum 

November 9th & 10th 
– Murder Mystery Dinner – 

Special theater dinner featuring local talent 
and a catered meal. This will be a ticketed 
event with one performance the evening 
of  Saturday November 9th and an encore 
performance Sunday morning November 
10th. This is a ticketed event held at the 
Lake Jackson Historical Museum 

November 23rd 
– Breakfast with Santa – 

Family Program featuring Santa, breakfast, 
crafts, and games  Held as a part of  the 
Festival of  Lights Celebration. This is a 
ticketed event held at the Lake Jackson 
Historical Museum  

THE LAKE JACKSON 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM

249 Circle Way

Tues. - Sat. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Sun. 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

October 15
Covered Dish & Games 

Night
6pm-9pm

No charge to attend  Please RSVP 
to the Lake Jackson Civic Center 

 October 24
BINGO! 
6pm-8pm

No charge to attend!  
Please bring a dessert to share!

 November 11
Veterans Day Brunch

9:30am-11:30am
No charge to attend!

 December 10
Christmas Ball!

6pm-9pm
$10 per person   

Live music & dinner included!

 February 1, 2014
Senior Fest 2014!

9am-1pm
No charge to attend!

Seniors 65 and older are eligible 
for a discount on water bills. 

To start receiving the discount 
bring proof  of  age to the utility 
billing department at City Hall. 

Senior Discount

$enior citizen 
discount on 
utiLity BiLL$

 All events held at the 
Lake Jackson Civic Center 

L J Historical

Museum



OCD Adventure Race
This first annual race will include a 3.1 mile trail run, 10 
mile mountain bike ride and a 25-35 minute kayak float  
There will be a 10-15 minute required “whitewater kayak 
paddling orientation” prior to the race  

Dunbar Park  •  April  12  •  Ages 18+

For information about Recreational Events, contact 
Michelle Parrish at The Recreation Center - Lake 

Jackson. (979)297-4533 /mparrish@lakejacksontx.gov 

Christmas movie and hot chocolate/cider! Sit back, relax and 
enjoy a holiday movie with the family on our GIANT 16-foot 
screen! Bring your own lawn chairs or blankets 
MacLean Pavilion  •  December 13  •  6 p.m. • FREE

Movie in the ParkHoliday

                                                    The Recreation Center-Lake  
               Jackson Studio 5  Tuesdays; Sept. 25, Nov. 26,  
                Feb. 25 & Apr. 29 • 2 - 6:30 p.m. Schedule an  
                 appointment online at www giveblood org, 
            enter sponsor code 0201, or walk-ins are welcome!

        BLOOD DRIVE

Rec. Center 297-4533
Monday thru Friday: 5:45 am - 9 pm

Saturday:  8 am - 6 pm • Sunday: 1 - 6 pmrecreational Events

For info  contact Sara Stadler: sstadler@lakejacksontx gov

 ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY – TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!

     Daddy & Daughter  Dance
A special evening just for Daddy’s and their 
daughters! Dancing, refreshments, photography, 
door prizes & more! The Civic Center Ballroom

February 7 • 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
           $25/couple, $10 ea. additional child  
Tickets on sale January 6 – February 5 (or until SOLD OUT)

Adult Sports Programs
Join us for Men’s & Coed Softball, Men’s Flag Football, 
Coed Kickball and more!  For details about adult sports 
go to www teamsideline com/lakejackson

Lifeguard Training
Become a certified lifeguard through the American Red Cross 

December 28-31 •  Ages  15+ •   $175 per person

Gulf  Coast Regional Blood Center

Rescuer CPR & AED Training 
This course is the highest level of  CPR/AeD training 

individuals can receive without emergency response training  
December 22 •  Ages  15+ •   $50 per person

Drop & Shop
Need sometime to shop, prepare for the holidays or just 
relax? We will host an evening of  fun & games for your 
children while you do whatever you need to! 
December 19  •  6 - 8:30 p.m.  • $5 member /$10 non-member

TRI It!
Would you like to participate in a triathlon but are not confident 
in your skills? Then this is the perfect class for you to get 
prepared for your first sprint triathlon!
               February 24 -April 14   •   Ages 16+ 

Join this fun & exciting youth basketball league! Volunteer 
coaches are needed * *Receive  discounted registration!  

Practices begin December 2  •  Games begin January 11
Ages 5-12 • $45 member / $65 non-member

Registration deadline is November 17 at 3 pm.

        TAAF Youth Basketball

Join us for a day of  education & exploration!  
FREE health screenings, wellness talks, chair 
massage, fitness demonstrations and more! March 6

Health & Wellness Day

Holiday Open House
Stop by The Recreation Center-Lake Jackson for a holiday 
treat!  Activities throughout the day   Free admission  with the 
donation of  a new toy or non-perishable food item!  

December 6 •  8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Group X class sampler 9 a m - noon and 5:30-8:30 p m 

Join us for the Second Annual Family Fright 
Night Campout at MacLean Park. Tent 
decorating, trick-or-treating, haunted hay 
ride, cookout, and more! Bring your own tent, 

camping gear and tent decorations  Food, 
drinks, candy and lots of  fun provided!  
October 25  •  Check-in at 5 p.m.  •  Activities at 6 p.m.

$30 for two people, $10 each additional person

2nd Annual Family Fright Night

Join us for this annual tradition! Start off  with the 
(FREE) BASF Kids Run (600 meters)  Medals 

and t-shirts will be awarded to all children who 
participate. Then, a 5k run through MacLean Park 

and along the Dow Centennial Trail. Awards for the best 
costumes and FREE t-shirts to the first 100 registered!   

October 26 •  7:30 a.m. • $25/advance, $35/onsite  

Monster Dash & Costume Contest
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Snow Land

Hours of Operation: 
11:30 a.m. to approximately 3:00 p.m.

Unless snow melts……..sooner
Conditions taken under advisement

FREE ….FREE….FREE….FREE
Old Fashion Fun!

Saturday November 23

Saturday, November 23
ice skating rink 

Civic Center Parking Lot – FREE
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Breakfast With santa
LJ Historical Museum

8:00 a.m.
Ages: 0-1 FREE

Ages: 2-10 $10/guest; 
Discount tickets for members. 
Reserve by: November 14th

979-297-1570

Pet Parade
Civic Center Area Plaza

11:00 a.m.
Registration @ 10:00 a.m. at committee tent. 

Fee:  Monetary donations and/or items 
accepted (paper towels, cleaning supplies, 
hand sanitizer, dog/cat good).  All proceeds 

go to SPCA Brazoria County.

youth entertainment
Civic Center Plaza

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

FOOD        crAFT BOOTHs
Civic Center/Library Area

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Free children’s Activities 
Civic Center Area

11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
(inflatables, pets on wheels, etc.)

liGHTeD PArADe
Downtown Lake Jackson 

(route change this year – visit our website)
7:00 p.m.

www.lakejackson-tx.gov

November 21- 24
Wagner’s carnival

Civic Center Parking Lot

Friday, November 22
       Tree lighting ceremony
Unveiling the 70th Anniversary mural
S. Parking Place – near Alden Dow Museum

6:00 p.m.

christmas movie on the Plaza
6:30 p.m.

Popcorn & Drinks provided
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You’re Invited to the 
Upcoming FREE Events:
Brazosport College Drama & Music in partnership with the City 
of  Lake Jackson will present, 
F. Hugh Herbert’s KISS AND TELL at Brazosport College 
- Seidule Drama Theatre (room G-116)

October 3rd – 11th   (Thursday – Saturday)
8:00 p.m.
October 12th (Saturday)
7:00 p.m.

1940’s Style Swing Dance
October 12th
8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Brazosport College - Gator Hall
Details: punch, cookies, 7 oz. glass bottles of cokes with 
paper straws. 

We hope to have some WWII vets on hand to honor during 
the evening. The cast will come to the dance in costume 
after the performance. 

Brazosport College Art Gallery (located right across form 
Gator Hall) will have artifacts, photos and memorabilia on 
display as well.

All the above events are Free to the public.  
There is limited seating for both events.  
• Call to RSVP for the Kiss and Tell production.  979.230.3271.  
• Tickets are required to enter the dance. Pick up your  
 Free tickets at:
 Lake Jackson Civic Center
 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 979.415.2600 
 Brazosport College, Seidule Drama Theatre or Library
 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 979.230.3271

70th Anniversary Celebration
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Oral History Presentation on Lake 
Jackson Volunteer Fire Department
October 10, 2013
6:30 p.m.
Fire Station #1
10 Oak Drive

This oral history presentation will be on the 
history of the Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire 
Department.  Fire Chief Mike Harper, Fire 
Marshal randy Crim, and longtime Fireman 
Andy Anderson will speak.  Tours of the 
station will be given after the presentation.

 
Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire Department
70th Anniversary Open House
Fire Station #1     
10 Oak Drive   Lake Jackson, TX 
October 5, 2013  
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Please come and join Lake Jackson Firefighters 
on October 5th as we celebrate our 70th 
Anniversary. We will begin serving BBQ 
sandwiches, refreshments and cake at 11:00 a.m.

Activities include:
• Fire / EMS Station and Apparatus Tours
• Complimentary Blood Pressure / Blood   
 Sugar Check 
• Life Flight Helicopter Tours (based upon   
 availability)
• Take Heart Lake Jackson 10 Minute CPR   
 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. and  12:00 p.m.
• Fire Safety Education Trailer  10:00 a.m., 
 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
• Vehicle Extrication Demonstration 
 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
• Live Burn Building Demonstration–
 Sprinkler vs Non Sprinkler  1:30 p.m.

We welcome you and your families to come 
visit with us as we celebrate 70 years of 
volunteering for the City of Lake Jackson.

For More information, please call:
Mike Harper, Chief   285.8255
Fred Ortiz, eMS Chief   415.2716
Jenny Moore, LJVFD   292.9098

PARADE
Monday, November 11, 2013

Parade to start at 1:30pm 
(First National Bank to 

Lake Jackson Civic Center)
Program to start at approximately 

2:30 p.m. at the Lake Jackson 
Civic Center / Veterans Memorial Plaza

Public encouraged to attend.

Available at 
City Hall

70th T-Shirts $10 short-sleeve
$13 long-sleeve
$1 extra for each X over XL

 70th Cookbooks   $15



Police Police  415-2700
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If  you are going to be 
away from your home 
or traveling during the 
holidays, follow these tips 
to keep your property safe...

Give Your home an Occupied Look
Most burglars are looking for unoccupied homes  
If  your home appears occupied, the burglar will 
usually look for other, more inviting sites 

• When away from home, leave a radio playing.
• Always leave a few inner lights burning at night. 
Automatic timers can be used to vary the on/off  
pattern of  interior lights when you are away 
• When leaving for an extended period, such as 
during a vacation, you should take several additional 
precautions; 

q Ask a neighbor to keep an eye on your home

q Stop newspaper deliveries

q   Ask a neighbor to pick up your mail

q If  necessary, arrange for lawn care

q  Notify the Lake Jackson Police Department that 
you plan to be away   Fill out a close patrol request 

and officers will check the residence while you are away 

Blue Santa Program

The Blue Santa Program began with a very small 
group of  Police Officers from the Lake Jackson Police 
Department donating and delivering toys and food to 
less fortunate families throughout the City of  Lake 
Jackson   For many years members of  the Lake Jackson 
Police Department, Department Associates and City 
Employees have continued the Blue Santa tradition by 
compiling the list of  families, shopping for the families, 
wrapping, then delivering the gifts   As the word spreads 
about the Blue Santa Program, not only do the calls 
for assistance increase; but so does the outpouring of  
generosity from the community, local merchants, as 
well as citizens and merchants from other cities   In 
recent years the Blue Santa Program has expanded to 
the Brazosport area 

Cash and new unwrapped gifts can be dropped off  at the 
Police Department at anytime  

A gift pick-up can be scheduled by organizations or groups 
making donations and desire to have a representative of  
the Blue Santa Program pick up the gifts 

If  your family needs assistance for Christmas 
please complete the application in the FORM 
CeNTeR,  which  can  be  found  on t h e 
Lake Jackson Police Department website, 
or come by the Police Department  
Deadline for receiving requests for 
assistance is December 1, 2014 

For questions contact:
Officer Rick Wright
(979) 415-2700   
rwright@lakejacksonpd net

Blue Santa Golf  Tournament

Monday, October 14, 9:00 am  at The Wilderness golf  
course   $85 00 per person includes:  Range, Golf, Cart  
2 mulligan’s, prizes, drinks on course 
and lunch  

CPA

Applications are being accepted for the Citizen Police 
Academy which will start in March 2014 

           Facebook
If  you would like to keep up with what 
is happening at the Lake Jackson Police 
Department - follow us on Facebook @ 
www facebook com/lakejacksonpolice

Home Safety
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Police
Shopping Safety – Personal Safety 

During this holiday season The Lake Jackson Police 
Department is asking citizens to be on their guard and 
be vigilant , to make sure that everyone has a safe and 
happy holiday season  

The criminals will be 
shopping this holiday 
season – will you give them 
the opportunity to make 
you their Santa Clause? 

Here are some basic steps citizens can take to prevent 
or minimize the risk of  becoming a victim of  assault, 
robbery and car break-in  

SOME BASIC SHOPPING SAFETY TIPS: 

• Keep all purses and bags zipped and snapped closed. 
• Do not flash large amounts of  cash when making purchases
• If  using a debit card, keep the card close to your body 
so the card number will not be able to be photographed 
by a cell phone  
• Always shop with a buddy, you are less of  a target when 
you have someone with you  
• If  you have to take a phone call or text message – don’t 
let your guard down and get distracted while shopping  
• Let someone know where you are going and what time 
you may be returning  
• If  using a shopping cart, try to secure your purse or bags 
with the child locking system  
• Do not carry large amounts of  merchandise at one time. 
• Do not carry your social security card or birth certificate 
in your wallet or purse  
• Carry only a minimum amount of  credit cards at one time. 
• If  you feel uncomfortable in a situation, contact the 
sheriff ’s department or the stores security officer  
• Report any suspicious people to the store security or 
customer service or 911  
• Keep children secure in a stroller or shopping cart at all 
times  Do not allow your children to wander  
• Speak with your children about a plan if  you were 
separated while shopping  
• Make sure your car is in good working order and your 
cell phone is charged  

SAFETY TIPS
Additional 

LJPD
w i s h e s  y o u . . .A Safe and 

Happy Holiday!

Assault, robbery and “snatching” are crimes that may 
leave a person feeling violated, confused, and scared  
Below are some additional personal safety tips: 

f Before leaving your home, make sure your cell 
phone is charged and your car is in working condition  

f If  you typically keep your cell phone in a bag, keep 
your cell phone on your person in the situation someone 
does demand your purse  

f Work on a buddy system  When you are out 
shopping or jogging, have a buddy with you at all times  

f When you go shopping, make frequent trips to your 
vehicle to rid of  shopping bags in your truck. This will 
prevent you from having your arms full of  bags when 
you are done shopping  

f Park in a well lit parking lot  
Always lock your doors when you are driving or not  
When returning to your car, look under, in and around 
your car while approaching it  

f Be aware of  your surroundings  When you are in 
a building, know where your exits are located as well 
as how you will plan to escape if  needed  

f Prepare a family plan that consists of  distress 
signals or code words  

f Do not leave valuables in plan view in your car  Be 
suspicious and aware by nature  If  you get a gut feeling 
that something is not right, then act on your instinct  

f Be confident and look people in the eyes  If  you 
do this you are more likely to dissuade an attacker 
from attacking you  You will be able to give identifying 
characteristics of  the person 



Fire Fire Marshal  415-2726
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Deep Fry Your Turkey Safely!
The latest trend in preparing a Turkey is Deep 
Frying. However, if  you don’t take precautions, you 
may end up with an injury or a fire. Deep Fryers can 
be dangerous because: 
• Many units easily tip over, spilling the five gallons 
 of  hot oil within the cooking pot  
• If  the cooking pot is overfilled with oil, the oil may 
 spill out of  the unit when the turkey is placed into 
 the cooking pot  Oil may hit the burner/flames 
 causing a fire to engulf  the entire unit  
• Partially frozen turkeys placed into the fryer can 
 cause a spillover effect. This too, may result in an 
 extensive fire  
• With no thermostat controls, the units also have the 
 potential to overheat the oil to the point of  combustion  
• The sides of  the cooking pot, lid and pot handles 
 get dangerously hot, posing severe burn hazards  

The Lake Jackson FMO and Lake Jackson Volunteer 
Fire Department want you and your family to have 
a Safe and Happy Holiday Season. Just follow these 
simple cooking and safety rules: 

Deep Fried Turkey Cooking Tips:
• Follow your fryer‘s instructions  
• Only deep fry smaller turkeys up to 12 pounds  
• Use oils with high smoke points such as peanut, 
 canola and safflower  Peanut oil adds flavor, but it 
 can be a concern if  guests have peanut allergies  
• To determine how much oil you’ll need, put the 
 turkey in the basket and place in the pot  Add water 
 until it reaches one to two inches above the turkey  
 Lift the turkey out, and use a ruler to measure the 
 distance from the water to the top of  the fryer  Pour 
 out the water and dry the fryer completely  
• Remember that it can take anywhere from 20 
 minutes to an hour to heat the oil, depending on 
 the outside temp, wind and weather  
• Before frying, pat the turkey dry with paper towels 
 to keep the hot oil from spattering and popping  
• Slowly lower the turkey into the oil, and maintain 
 an oil temp of  350 F  Fry the turkey for three to 
 four minutes per pound or about 35 to 42 minutes 
 for a 10 to 12 pound turkey  

Safety Tips:
• Turkey fryers should always be used outdoors a 
 safe distance from buildings and any other material 
 that can burn  
• Never use turkey fryers on wooden decks, balconies 
 or in garages  
• Make sure the fryers are used on a flat surface to 
 reduce accidental tipping  
• Never leave the fryer unattended  Most units do not 
 have thermostat controls  If  you don’t watch the fryer 
 carefully, the oil will continue to heat until it catches fire  
• Never let children or pets near the fryer when in 
 use  Even after use, never allow children or pets 
 near the turkey fryer. The oil inside the cooking 
 pot can remain dangerously hot, hours after use  
• To avoid oil spillover, do not overfill the fryer. 
• Use well-insulated potholders or oven mitts when 
 touching pot or lid handles  If  possible, wear safety 
 goggles to protect your eyes from oil splatter  
• Make sure the turkey is completely thawed and be 
 careful with marinades  Oil and water don’t mix, 
 and water causes oil to spill over, causing a fire or 
 even an explosion hazard  
• The National Turkey Federation recommends 
 refrigerator thawing and to allow approximately 
 24 hours for every five pounds of  bird thawed in 
 the refrigerator  
• Keep an all-purpose fire extinguisher nearby  Never 
 use water to extinguish a grease fire  Remember 
 to use your best judgment when attempting to fight 
 a fire  If  the fire is manageable, use an all-purpose 
 fire extinguisher  If  the fire increases, immediately 
 call 9-1-1 for help  
• Even after use, never allow children or pets near the 
 turkey fryer. The oil inside the cooking pots 
 remains dangerously hot, hours after use                                                       

Fire Sprinklers and
Smoke Detectors Save Lives!

Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire 
Department   

 & 
 Lake Jackson Fire Marshal’s Office



Fire
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Christmas Fire Safety Tips
From: The Lake Jackson Fire Marshal & Vol. Fire Dept.

The Holiday season is upon us. This is a time of  
joy but there is also an element of  danger. To keep 
your holiday season joyful, I would like to take a 
few moments to discuss important safety issues. 

Christmas along with Hanukkah is undoubtedly the 
highlight of  the holiday season  Gatherings of  people, 
food, drink, fancy clothing, candles, decorations and the 
fireplace are all part of  these events  

New Year’s comes right around the corner and we are 
all exhausted. The issue of  our personal and loved ones 
safety tends to take a back seat to all of  this celebration  
Holiday safety should be part of  our planning when 
preparing for these festive days  Below are a few 
suggestions to make your holiday season remembered 
for it’s joyfulness and not for it’s tragedy  

A Few Suggestions
• Be sure to test your smoke detectors  
• Clean the oven and stove prior to the holiday  Often 
 the extra load on these appliances causes a fire due 
 to the high use and extra grease build-up  
• Keep kitchen clutter away from the stove and oven  
• Be extra careful with matches and candles  Candles 
 should be made of  flame retardant materials - look 
 for a label stating such  
• Avoid loose, flammable clothing  Clothing often 
 catches on fire around candles, matches, fireplaces 
 and stoves (both electric and gas)  
• Keep decorations away from sources of  heat such as 
 open flames, electric heaters and exposed electric bulbs  
• Don’t overload electric outlets  Inspect electrical 
 cords and light sets  If  in doubt - throw them out 

 Christmas Trees
• Keep your Christmas tree in a sturdy base filled 
 with water and check the water level daily  
• Spraying the Christmas tree with a flame retardant 
 is always a good idea  
• Make a fresh cut on the trunk of  your tree and place 
 in a sturdy holder  
• Place the tree away from heat sources, such as 
 fireplaces and heaters  
• Do not use candles on or near the tree  
• Safely dispose of  your tree before it becomes 
 dangerously dry, however never burn tree or tree 
 parts in your fireplace 

 Christmas Lights
• Purchase only UL approved lights  
• Check all indoor and outdoor lights for frayed cords, 
 replace if  necessary  
• Never use lights that have an empty socket  
• Lights should not touch combustible materials  
• Use only outdoor lights for “outdoors” 
• Turn off  all Christmas lights, prior to leaving your 
 home or going to bed  
• Mini lights are safest because they produce less heat  
• Avoid using extension cords, but if  you do follow 
 instructions carefully  
• Do not overload electrical circuits, such as wall 
 outlets and extension cords, use a circuit strip 

 Christmas Wrappings
• Keep combustible materials away from heat sources  
• Never burn wrappings in your fireplace 

In closing, every home should have an operating fire 
extinguisher and smoke detector  From our family to 
your family, wishing you a happy and safe holiday season  



EMS LJEMS 415-2716
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Take Heart Lake Jackson 

“Take 10” - “Take 10” is a 10-minute CPR Class geared to 
recognizing when someone needs CPR   

What to do? How to do 
it? And, when to do it?
Lake Jackson EMS is now 
accepting appointments to come 
out to your next office meeting 
and “TAKe 10” minutes of  
your time to show you how to 
recognize cardiac arrest and to 
help perform CPR   

CPR Classes - CPR Classes are held monthly and can also be 
scheduled for groups of  7 or more   

A life in Service

Baby Sitting classes are being 
scheduled on a monthly basis  
These classes fill up fast and 
there is a waiting line   Call 
Raquel today to register for 
a class  

Taking care of  young children is an important responsibility. Lake Jackson 
eMS’ (BLAST!) babysitter’s training course can help you learn what you need 
to know to be the best and most responsible babysitter you can be  Designed 
for 11 to 15 year olds, this course teaches you what every parent wants in a 
safe and responsible babysitter 
 You will learn how to:
 • Interview for a babysitting job
 • Choose safe and age-appropriate toys and games
 • Perform First Aid
 • Learn diapering and feeding techniques
 • Handle bedtime issues
 • Have a safe babysitting experience    ... And more!

BLAST!
Babysitter Lessons 
And Safety Training

Have you ever wondered what you are 
going to do when you get out of  high 
school? Have you considered a life in 
service? Are you curious about what 
it’s like responding to an emergency 
and helping to save someone’s life?

Send in an essay explaining why you 
would be the best candidate to come 
do a Ride A Long with us  From the 
essays, we will select one student per 
week to ride out with us  Spend six 
hours with our crews and witness the 
preparation, daily training, and actual 
calls that take place  If  you fall in love 
with it we will help you take the next 
step to becoming a Lake Jackson EMS 
Volunteer and working your way into 
a paid position 

Please contact EMS Chief  Fred Ortiz 
at 979-415-2716 for more information 

BLAST! - Babysitter Lessons And Safety Training



The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has scheduled 
another National Prescription Drug Take Back Day!!

As a collaborative effort, the Bay Area Council on Drugs and Alcohol 
(BACODA) and the DEA will provide Brazoria County this terrific 
opportunity to safely dispose of  unwanted, unused and expired medications   
All prescription & non-prescription drugs are accepted in a drive through 
collection process and disposed of  properly 

NatioNal take Back Day
Saturday, october 26, 2013

lake Jackson@ lake Jackson eMS
10:00 am-2:00 pm

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day addresses a vital public safety 
and public health issue  Studies show that a majority of  abused prescription 
drugs are obtained from family and friends, including from the home 
medicine cabinet  In addition, Americans are now advised that their usual 
methods for disposing of  unused medicines—flushing them down the 
toilet or throwing them in the trash—both pose potential safety and health 
hazards  You can help prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding your home 
of  potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted medications   

TIPS:
• All items can be left in the original packaging   
• You do not have to empty bottles into a zip lock  You may leave the 
 items as you found them and bring them for disposal    
• All “over the counter” medicines/drugs are accepted  For example: 
 cough syrup, anti-acids, aspirin, cough drops, eye drops   Anything you 
 can purchase without a prescription is accepted 
• All prescription medicines/drugs are accepted  For example: 
 Vicadin, Lipitor, Nexium, Plavix, Seroquel, Advair Diskus 
• Needles will be accepted and disposed 
• The RX does not have to be in your name. We do not check the label 
 or ask how the RX drugs came into your 
possession 

If  you have any questions, please contact the Brazoria 
County Coalition Coordinator, Dannielle Meyer, 
at Dannielle meyer@bacoda com or 832-330-5898     

Join us as we “Take Back One RX Drug at a Time!”

National     Take Back Day
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F.Y.I.
Trail Etiquette
• Keep Right
•  Announce Passing
•  Pass on Left
•  Don’t Block Trail
•  Pets on Leash

Leash Law
Ordinance 09-1895

Lake Jackson has an ordinance prohibiting 
unrestrained animals  
• Unrestrained animals means any 
animal, excluding cats, that is not inside 
a fenced yard; at the end of  a leash 
controlled by a responsible person; in a 
house, apartment or a completely enclosed 
cage; or tied or staked upon open or 
unfenced land  

Visit our Website at   
www.lakejackson-tx.gov

Like us and follow us...
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The following ordinances and resolutions were passed by 
City Council recently   For more information on these go to 

www lakejackson-tx org and check out the Code of  
Ordinance link or call the City Secretary’s office at 415-2403 

ordinances & 
   resolutions

Ordinance #  Ordinance Description  
                              

13-2010 Authorizing the issuance of  “City of  Lake Jackson,
 Texas Certificates of  Obligations, Series 2013”.
13-2011 Authorizing the issuance of  “City of  Lake Jackson,  
 Waterworks and Sewer System Revenue Bonds, Series 2013”
13-2012 Amending Section 94-2 by raising the ad valorem tax
 exemption for those who are disabled and for those who 
 are 65 years of  age or older to $70,000, effective October 1, 2013
13-2013 Amending Chapter 98-86 1(10) traffic and vehicles to  
 move the western boundary of  the school zone on 
 Oyster Creek Drive from the intersection of  Oyster 
 Creek Drive and Oak Drive to 125 feet west of  said 
 intersection
13-2014 Amending Chapter 18 Businesses to regulate donation 
 drop boxes
13-2016 Amending Chapter 98-86 1(10) traffic and vehicles to 
 move the southern boundary of  the school zone on 
 Oyster Creek Drive from the intersection of  Oyster 
 Creek Drive and Oak Drive to 125 feet south of  said 
 intersection

Resolution # Resolution Description 

13-661 Canvassing of  May 2013 Election
13-662 Adopting local guidelines for public private partnerships
13-663 Amending FY 12-13 Budget to perform traffic study for  
 Medical Drive to determine the appropriate speed limit
13-664 Calling public hearing for August 26th for FY 13-14  
 proposed budget
13-665 Calling public hearing for August 19th and 26th to set 
 tax  rate of  $0 39 (per $100) which would increase taxes 
 above the effective tax rate by 1 04% for fiscal year 13-14
13-666 Authorizing publication of  notice of  intention to issue 
 Certificates of  Obligations
13-667 Amending FY 12-13 Budget to install flashing school 
 zone lights on Oyster Creek Drive & Oak Drive
13-668 Adopting FY 13-14 Budget

Budget

FY13-14 Adopted Budget

City Council adopted the 2013-2014 Annual Budget on 
Tuesday, September 3, 2013. A complete copy of  the budget 
may be viewed on our website at www lakejackson-tx gov or 
you may visit the Lake Jackson Library to view a hard copy 

Here are the highlights of  the FY13-14 Budget:

• We are keeping the tax rate at 39 cents.  The “effective 
tax rate” which would raise the same level of  property tax 
revenue as last year is 38.5986 cents. The “rollback rate” is 
40 00703 cents 
• We have resumed working to raise our Senior Citizen tax 
exemption to $75,000 (suspended in 2009 because of  the 
recession) by increasing the senior exemption for FY 13-14 
from $65,000 to $70,000. This removes approximately $37,000 
of  potential revenue from the tax levy 
• A market raise of  2 percent for each pay range and each 
employee in it, plus a 2% merit raise for those rating meets 
expectations or higher on their individual performance 
evaluation.  These raises will cost the General Operating Fund 
$293,700 and the Utility Operating Fund $93,800 
• An increase in lifeguard pay (to $8/hr for a lifeguard and $9/
hr for a lead lifeguard-and crossing guard pay ($15/hour)  Net 
cost is $9,000 for lifeguards and $15,250 for crossing guards  
In addition we also have to add more hours to cover all shifts 
for a cost of  $37,000 
• Health insurance rates are going up some 15% thereby 
increasing costs to the General Operating Fund by $90,000 
and the Utility Operating Fund by $36,000 
• We are restoring two of  the 5 authorized but unfunded 
positions to fully funded positions. These are the Assistant 
Police Chief  ($100,000) and the Code Enforcement position 
which we will upgrade to an Assistant Building Official 
($65,000) position in anticipation of  the retirement of  our 
Police Chief  in July and, current Building Official in about 
18 months   Once this person assumes the Building Official 
position this position will return to a Code Enforcement officer 
or Building Inspection position.  The following positions 
remain unfunded:
 -one mechanic in garage
 -one custodian at the Civic Center
 -one laborer in the Drainage Department
• With BISD creating its own police force we no longer will 
receive $40,800 to fund a “resource officer” for the schools  We 
are keeping this position as a regular patrol officer position 
• The Brazosport Water Authority is raising its water 



City Budget SuMMarY

rate by 9 cents per thousand gallons from $1 85/1000 gallons to 
$1 94/1000 (a 4 9% increase) 
• Landfill tipping fees will increase by 0.4%.
• We are increasing the residential utility rates to cover the rate increases by 
the BWA and the landfill;  and to cover employee raises as follows:
 Current Rate Proposed Rate
Water Base Rate $11 25/mo $11 40/mo
2000-20,000 gals 3 10/1000 3 20/mo
Over 20,000 gals 3 35/1000 3 45/mo
Sewer Base Rate 11 25/mo 11 40/mo
Over 2,000 gals 3 30/1000 3 40/1000
Sanitation rate 14 60/mo 14 65/mo
Recycling fee 2 10/mo 2 15/mo
State sales tax 1 38/mo 1 39/mo

• The base rate therefore will increase from $40.48/month to $40.99/
month. This is a $0.51/month (1%) increase.
• The average residential customer (7,000 gallon usage) would see their 
utility bill increase from $72.58/month to $73.99/month. This is an 
increase of  $1 41 (1 9%) increase   Senior Citizens will continue to receive 
their monthly discount of  40% of  the base rate 
• Commercial rates will increase 1.5%.
• We are projecting sales tax revenues will reach $5 million in FY12-13, 
3 5% greater than the FY12-13 budget of  $4,831,000  We anticipate 
around a 2 4% increase in sales tax ($117,000) over this year end estimate 
for FY13-14 or a total of  $5,117,000.  This is $286,000 more than the 
FY 12-13 budget 
• We anticipate a $92,248 increase in property tax revenues to $3,453,769 
as the result of  a 1.0% projected increase in property values. This is after 
the senior’s exemption is raised to $70,000 
• We anticipate a decline of  $53,000 in franchise fees from gas, cable, 
electric and telecommunications. The bulk of  this is from a drop in 
CenterPoint’s payment as they indicate there has been an overall decline 
in KWH usage in our City   
• Industrial District will see its first increase since the new contract 
was approved in 2011. This increase will net us $86,100 for a total of  
$4,186,100 in FY13-14 
• We anticipate an increase of  $208,245 in the Recreation budget primarily 
to cover increased costs in electricity and lifeguard costs 
• We are increases to a variety of  membership classifications at the 
Recreation Center to help offset the increased costs 
• At the April 8th Capital Improvement Workshop, City Council proposed 
$656,000 in General Fund Projects; $265,705 in Utility Fund Projects; 
and $2,003,000 new projects from the 4B Economic Development 
Fund (optional ½ cent sales tax) which includes $203,000 for various 
Park/Recreation projects; $300,000 as our contribution to the new mall 
entry road off  of  SH288; and issuance of  $1 5 million in Certificates of  
Obligation to help extend water to the airport 

Where does the money come from?

Where does the money go?
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MAKING IT EASY TO PAY YOUR UTILITY BILL

1  Come to City Hall and make your payment with cash, check or credit card
2.  Mail your payment to 25 Oak Drive, Lake Jackson TX 77566
3.  Sign up for Auto Bank Draft. There is no charge for this.
4   Go to www lakejackson-tx gov, click on the button that says “Online Payments” 
 You will need your account number to do this. There is no charge for this.

RECEIVE YOUR WATER BILL BY EMAIL!!!!!!!
The City of  Lake Jackson Water Department now has the ability to notify you by email when your utility bill 
is ready   After signing up for this service you will receive an email telling you that E-notification has been 
successfully set up on your account   When your account bills an email will be sent notifying you of  a new bill   
The email will show you the amount due and the due date.  Currently we will continue to send the paper bill 
as well   In the future, we may give you the option to stop paper billing and just receive email notifications 
If  you are interested in signing up for E-Notifications please complete the following form and return it to 
the water department 

 cut along dotted line

                
CITY OF LAKe JACKSON - WATeR DePARTMeNT

25 Oak Drive, Lake Jackson TX 77566-5289
Phone:  979-415-2434  Fax:  979-297-9804

This form is a request to receive notification of  your monthly Utility Bill from The City of  Lake Jackson 
at the email address given. By signing this form, you authorize The City of  Lake Jackson to communicate 

your Utility Bill through their E-Notifications system 

Account Number:

Name on Account:

Service Address:

Phone Number:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

Signature:

EMAIL MY UTILITY BILL TO:

complete form and return to:
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cut along dotted line

Name on Your Utility Statement:        

Utility Account Number:           

Service Address:      Date of Birth:    

Driver’s License Number:     Social Security Number:  

Home Phone Number:     Work Phone Number:    

Financial Institution Name:          

Financial Institution Address (City & State):        
                                 
           
                                CIRCLE ONE 
BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER TO BE CHARGED                                     checking / savings

PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING!!!!
I authorize the City of Lake Jackson to begin deductions for my monthly utility bill with the financial institution named.  
Enrollment in the automatic payment plan may be discontinued any time by sending a request, in writing, to the City of Lake 
Jackson. My authority will remain in effect until revoked by my financial institution, the City of Lake Jackson, or myself. I 
understand that both my financial institution and the City of Lake Jackson have the right to terminate this payment plan or my 
participation therein. If I have two insufficient bank drafts within a year, the City will terminate my enrollment in bank drafting.  

I understand that I will be responsible for the first bill that I receive after the City obtains my application. However if my bank is 
currently set up in the bank drafting program my automatic payment plan will be effective with my first bill.  This bill will have 
a message at the bottom stating: BANK DRAFT-DO NOT PAY. PAYMENT WILL BE DRAFTED ON THE DUE DATE!

Signature (Must be authorized for the account listed above)          Date

WRITE “VOID” ACROSS CHECK AND TAPE HERE
(Please tape—DO NOT STAPLE)

LOOKING FOR AN eASY AND CONVeNIeNT WAY TO PAY YOUR WATeR BILL?
Sign up for Automatic Bank Draft

There is no charge for this service.  Your payment will be taken out of  your account on your due date 
each month   Bills are still mailed out each month showing the amount due and the due date   Just 

complete the form, attach a voided check and return it to the water department  It’s that easy!  

CITY OF LAKe JACKSON
25 Oak Drive, Lake Jackson TX 77566-5289
Phone:  979-415-2434  Fax:  979-297-9804

AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATIC PAYMeNT



City of  Lake Jackson
25 Oak Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

The City of           Enchantment

COMMUNICATION INFORMATION 
(Blackboard Connect CTY)

Tune In Channel 16
The City of Lake Jackson has Cable Channel 16 
to provide a variety of  information  For questions 
concerning information on this channel, contact 
Kim Knapp at 979-415-2407   

Interested in receiving pre-recorded phone calls about emergencies, 
street closures and other important happenings in the city?

Visit our website www.lakejackson-tx.gov go to 
Blackboard Connect to sign up today 

Check us out on Facebook  - www.facebook.com/lakejackson
Follow us onTwitter - www.twitter.com/lakejacksontx

Notify Me


